
Dual Credit Senior English 
Summer Assignment

Mrs. Johnson

Expectations and Assessment:
• Week One: Introduction to Dual Credit Class Assign-

ments.
• Week Two: Discussion over novel and Reading Guide 

questions, culminating in an objective test. Reading 
guide questions will not count for a grade, but will be 
extremely useful in preparing for the objective test.

• Week Three: Open Response Essay regarding the 
novel.

• Due dates: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and 
Through the Looking Glass Pre-Writing assignment 
will be due Sept. 11/12th(worth one quiz grade). You 
will need this assignment in preparation for Week 
Two Discussion and Week Three Open Response 
Essay. Late work will not be accepted.

WELCOME!
I am excited that you have chosen to be a part of the Dual Credit program! Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through 
the Looking Glass were chosen as your summer readings because they exemplify components of what British Literature 
truly represents. Therefore, it will be an extremely relevant teaching tool used in the classroom.

“I know who I WAS when I got up this 
morning, but I think I must have been 

changed several times since then.” 
Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through the Looking 

Glass

Purpose for Reading and Assignment: 
• Preparation for success in the Dual Credit classroom.
• Preparation for college entrance exams, such as SAT and 

ACT.
• Preparation for competing in challenging programs in a 

rigorous academic environment.

Cheating and Plagiarism:
Cheating in any form will not be tolerated. It will result 
in a score of a zero on the respective assignment, and 
may lead to further disciplinary actions. 

Reminder! Text Alerts...
Sign up for the summer text 
alerts!  
Also, use Remind to text 
Mrs. Johnson for any help 
you might need. 

Text
@af2baa
to 81010

Email:
johnsoca@greenvilleisd.com

Questions regarding the novel or for an additional 
packet (if you lost yours) please email.



Dual Credit

Summer Reading 

Assignment:

Please answer the following questions in a Composition 

Notebook. 
 Make sure your handwriting is legible and neat. Be sure 

to label chapters and questions in order to reduce 
confusion.  

You need to use correct grammar and your answers must 
be in COMPLETE sentences. Points will be taken off for 
incomplete sentences and/or substandard English (ie. 

incorrect capitalization and punctuation).  

These Composition Notebooks will be 
 due on Sept. 11th and 12th.  



Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland  

All in the Golden Afternoon 

1. What pun do you spot three times in the first stanza?  

2. What, do you think, might be the author’s purpose in including this poem prior to the 
novels? 

Chapter 1: Down the Rabbit Hole 

1. Consider Alice grabbing and then placing onto a shelf (for fear that dropping it might 
kill someone) a jar of marmalade. What is “off” or odd about this scenario? 

2. Alice speculates that she’s heading to the middle of the earth and wonders what might 
happen if she popped out the other side. If there were a tunnel through the middle 
of the earth, and if you fell into it, what do you think might actually happen (ignoring 
air resistance and the earth’s rotation)?  

3. When Alice ruminates that “she had read several nice little stories about children who 
had got burnt , and eaten up by wild beasts, and other unpleasant things, all because 
they would not remember the simple rules their friends had taught them,” to what 
kinds of stories is she referring? What verbal irony do you see at work, here? Also, 
what differentiates the sorts of stories Alice describes from the novel she is in?  

4. What impossible thing does Alice attempt to visualize after shrinking in size? 



Chapter 2: The Pool of Tears 
1. Alice attempts to review her knowledge in order to figure out if she’s still herself. She 

says “Let me see: four times five is twelve, and four times six is thirteen, and four 
times seven is fourteen—oh dear! I shall never get to twenty at this rate! However, the 
Multiplication-Table doesn’t signify.” Try to make sense out of this nonsense math. 
Why can’t Alice get to twenty?  

2. Most of Carroll’s poems in the Alice novels are parodies of poems popular during his 
time. Below are the lines Alice recites about the little crocodile; juxtaposed with it is 
are the first three stanzas of the original poem that is being parodied, by Isaac Watts, 
which is titled “Against Idleness and Mischief” and was intended for children. Read 
them, and note what Carroll is making fun of.  

How doth the little crocodile 
Improve his shining tail,  
And pour the waters of the Nile 
On every golden scale! 

How cheerfully he seems to grin,  
How neatly spreads his claws, 
And welcomes little fishes in, 
With gently smiling jaws. 

How doth the little busy bee 
Improve each shining hour, 
And gather honey all the day 
From every opening flower! 

How skillfully he builds her cell! 
How neat she spreads the wax! 
And labours hard to store it well 
With the sweet food that she 
makes. 

 In works of labour or of skill, 
I would be busy too; 
For Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do. 

3. Alice will change size a total of twelve times in this novel. Some cosmologists believe 
that her size changes illustrate aspects of the expanding universe theory (the idea 
that everything in the universe is moving away from each other). When Alice realizes 
the danger of overusing the White Rabbit’s fan, though, calls to mind the joking 
opposite of that: the diminishing universe theory. Explain what the diminishing 
universe theory might be, based on Alice’s narrow escape. 

4. Match the characters in the pool of tears to the real-life person: 

* Alice    * Alice Liddell (kind of obvious) 

* Dodo   * Lorina Liddell 

* Duck   * the author 

* Eaglet  * Edith Liddell 

* Lory (parrot) * Reverend Duckworth 



Chapter 3: A Caucus-Race and a Long Tale 

1. As the mouse gives his “dry” history speech, he states “Stigand, the patriotic 
Archbishop of Canterbury, found it advisable,” and the Duck takes issue with the “it.” 
Why? What grammatical issue is the Duck noticing? Also, how is “dry” a pun in this 
situation?  

2. In government, a caucus is (in American English) a meeting of party or faction leaders 
in order to decide on a candidate or policy. How might the Dodo’s caucus race 
symbolize an actual caucus?  

3. What pun appears when Alice asks to mouse to tell her his story? 

4.  The mouse’s tale is in emblematic verse. What does this mean?  

Chapter 4: The Rabbit Sends in a Little Bill 

1. Can you infer, from Pat’s accent, what nationality he is? When Pat mentions he’s 
“digging for apples,” he is not speaking nonsense—he is using slang. What, then, are 
Pat’s apples?  

2. What is different about the puppy in contrast to all the other animals Alice has met so 
far in Wonderland? 



Chapter 5: Advice from a Caterpillar 

1. Below are Alice’s version of “You are old, father William” (in bold) and the original by 
Robert Southey, titled “The Old Man’s Comforts and How He Gained Them” (in regular 
print). Reflect on Alice’s version and what about the original it parodies. 

“You are old, Father William,” the young man 
said, 
“And your hair has become very white; 
And yet you incessantly stand on your head – 
Do you think, at your age, it is right?” 

“In my youth,” Father William replied to his 
son, 
“I feared it might injure the brain; 
But, now that I’m perfectly sure I have none, 
Why, I do it again and again.” 

“You are old,” said the youth, “as I 
mentioned before, 
And have grown most uncommonly fat; 
Yet you turned a back-somersault in at the 
door – 
Pray, what is the reason of that?” 

“In my youth,” said the sage, as he shook his 
grey locks, 
“I kept all my limbs very supple 
By the use of this ointment – one shilling the 
box – 
Allow me to sell you a couple?” 

“You are old,” said the youth, “and your jaws 
are too weak 
‑‑For anything tougher than suet; 
Yet you finished the goose, with the bones 
and the beak – 
‑‑Pray how did you manage to do it?” 

“In my youth,” said his father, “I took to the 
law, 
And argued each case with my wife; 
And the muscular strength, which it gave to 
my jaw, 
Has lasted the rest of my life.” 

“You are old,” said the youth, “one would 
hardly suppose 
That your eye was as steady as ever; 
Yet you balanced an eel on the end of your 
nose – 
What made you so awfully clever?” 

“I have answered three questions, and that is 
enough,” 
Said his father; “don’t give yourself airs! 
Do you think I can listen all day to such stuff? 
Be off, or I’ll kick you down stairs!” 
____________________________________
____ 

You are old, Father William the young man 
cried, 
The few locks which are left you are grey; 
You are hale, Father William, a hearty old man, 
Now tell me the reason, I pray. 
  
In the days of my youth, Father William 
replied, 
I remember’d that youth would fly fast, 
And abused not my health and my vigour at 
first, 
That I never might need them at last. 
  
You are old, Father William, the young man 
cried, 
And pleasures with youth pass away; 
And yet you lament not the days that are gone, 
Now tell me the reason, I pray. 
  
In the days of my youth, Father William 
replied, 
I remember’d that youth could not last; 
I thought of the future, whatever I did, 
That I never might grieve for the past. 
  
You are old, Father William, the young man 
cried, 
And life must be hastening away; 
You are cheerful, and love to converse upon 
death, 
Now tell me the reason, I pray. 
  
I am cheerful, young man, Father William 
replied, 
Let the cause thy attention engage; 
In the days of my youth I remember’d my God! 
 And He hath not forgotten my age. 

2. Explain the pigeon’s reasoning in concluding that serpents and little girls are the 
same thing. 



Chapter VI: Pig and Pepper 

1. When Alice asks the footman how she shall get into the house, he responds that the 
first question isn’t how, it is are you going to get in at all. Reflect on this for a 
moment. What is the relationship of these questions?  Which sort of question do we 
spend more time asking? Do you find any situational irony, here? 

2. The Duchess’s “lullaby” is also a parody of a much longer poem by G.W. Langford or 
David Bates. Below is the Duchess’s song juxtaposed with the most relevant stanza of 
Langford’s (or Bates’s) work. Discuss the parody. 

Speak roughly to your little boy, 
And beat him when he sneezes; 
He only does it to annoy,  
Because he knows it teases. 

I speak severely to my boy, 
I beat him when he sneezes; 
For he can thoroughly enjoy 
The pepper when he pleases! 

Speak gently to the little child!  
Its love be sure to gain; 
Teach it in accents soft and mild; 
It may not long remain. 

3. “’Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?’ 
‘That depends a good deal on where you want to get to,’ said the Cat. 
‘I don’t much care where—’ said Alice. 
‘Then it doesn’t matter which way you go,’ said the Cat.” 

These are among the most quoted lines in this book. Some argue that this dialogue 
expresses the fundamental relationship between science and ethics (morality). How 
do you think that might be? 

4. “‘We’re all mad here. I’m mad. You’re mad.’ 
‘How do you know I’m mad?’ said Alice. 
‘You must be,’ said the Cat, ‘or you wouldn’t have come here.’” 

What might the Cat mean in his claim that Alice wouldn’t have come here if she 
weren’t mad? 

5. Pure mathematics is math that studies entirely abstract or theoretical ideas. This is 
opposite of applied mathematics, which is math that is more directly used in the real 
world. When Alice say “a grin without a cat!” which type of math might this phrase 
describe? 

Chapter VII: A Mad Tea-Party 

1. “Your hair wants cutting,” remarks the Mad Hatter to Alice. What figurative device is 
at work in his comment, and how does it show the Hatter’s insanity?  

2. This chapter holds Carroll’s famous riddle: Why is a raven like a writing desk? Though 
Carroll originally intended no answer (and a lot of commentators say that it is best 
kept this way, as it represents the nonsense of metaphysical questions in general (do I 
exist? Why are we here? What’s the meaning of life?), many have attempted guesses. A 
few answers might make use of puns. Attempt your guess here: 



3. Quote and explain the pun at work in Alice’s discussion with the Hatter about her 
relationship with time. 

4. When the Queen of Hearts claimed the Hatter was “Murdering the time!” what might 
she have meant? What figurative device is at work? 

Chapter VIII: The Queen’s Croquet Ground 

1. Note what type of characters the four suits of cards represent: 
a. Clubs:  
b. Spades:  
c. Diamonds:  
d. Hearts:  
e. Face Cards:  

2. “A cat may look at a king” is a proverb: a short yet true saying, often offering wisdom 
of some sort. Alice uses this proverb literally, but what do you think this proverb 
means in a metaphorical sense?  

Chapter IX: The Mock Turtle’s Story 

1. The Duchess tells Alice that “Everything’s got a moral, if only you can find it.” 
Evaluate the truth of this statement. Do you agree with it? Do you see problems with 
it?  

2. Is “Be what you would seem to be” an accurate paraphrasing of Duchess’s statement 
“Never imagine yourself not to be otherwise than what it might appear to others that 
what you were or might have been was not otherwise than what you had been would 
have appeared to them to be otherwise”?  

3. This chapter is full of puns. Every subject that the Mock Turtle (or Gryphon) was 
taught is a pun. Figure out the real subject each is describing: 

Reeling:  
Writhing:  
Ambition:  
Distraction:  
Uglification:  
Derision:  
Mystery:  
Seography:  
Drawling:  
Stretching:  
Fainting in Coils:  
Laughing:  
Grief:  

4. The Gryphon changes the subject when Alice asks what happens on the twelfth day of 
lessons, perhaps because he cannot answer the question. Based on the discussion of 
lessons, what do you postulate happens on the twelfth day? 



Chapter X: The Lobster Quadrille 

1. The Mock Turtle’s song during the quadrille parodies the poem “The Spider and the 
Fly,” by Mary Howitt. The first stanza is below.  

“Will you walk into my parlour?” said the spider to the fly. 
“’Tis the prettiest little parlour that ever you did spy. 
The way into my parlour is up a winding stair, 
And I’ve got many curious things to show when you are there.” 
“Oh, no, no,” said the little fly, “to ask me is in vain,  
For who goes up your winding stair can ne’er come down again.” 

 Discuss the literal meaning of the poem (this is quite simple), and then discuss it in 
relation to the novel you are reading as well as life in general. What is the main subject of 
the poem?   
  

2. The second poem in this chapter, the one that begins “’Tis the voice of the lobster,” is 
(big surprise) also a parody. Here is the poem it parodies, which is titled “The 
Sluggard” and is by Isaac Watts. What is the intent of the original poem, and how does 
Carroll continue his brand of parody in his own version?  

'Tis the voice of the sluggard; I heard him complain, 
"You have waked me too soon, I must slumber again." 

As the door on its hinges, so he on his bed, 
Turns his sides and his shoulders and his heavy head. 

"A little more sleep, and a little more slumber;" 
Thus he wastes half his days, and his hours without number, 

And when he gets up, he sits folding his hands, 
Or walks about sauntering, or trifling he stands. 

I pass'd by his garden, and saw the wild brier, 
The thorn and the thistle grow broader and higher; 
The clothes that hang on him are turning to rags; 

And his money still wastes till he starves or he begs. 

I made him a visit, still hoping to find 
That he took better care for improving his mind: 

He told me his dreams, talked of eating and drinking; 
But scarce reads his Bible, and never loves thinking. 

Said I then to my heart, "Here's a lesson for me," 
This man's but a picture of what I might be: 

But thanks to my friends for their care in my breeding, 
Who taught me betimes to love working and reading. 

3. Complete the last line of the poem in Carroll’s nonsensical fashion: “And concluded 
the banquet by  _________________________.”  

4. What is ironic about the Mock Turtle’s song? Which type of irony is at work?  



Chapter XI: Who Stole the Tarts?  

1. The Doormouse moves away from Alice because she keeps growing. Alice’s height 
changes several times in this piece. Knowing what you know of Lewis Carroll, what 
might be his purpose in including these changes?  

2. Why does the Queen of Hearts ask for someone to bring her the list of singers in the 
last concert?  

Chapter XII: Alice’s Evidence 

1. What shows that Alice has gained confidence over the course of her adventure?  

2. What detail reveals that the Knave probably did write the letter in question?  

3. Consider the poem written in the Knave’s letter. At first glance, it seems that one 
might be able to make sense of it. However, there is one grammatical issue keeping 
its meaning obscure. What is it?  



Through the Looking-Glass and What Alice Found 
There 

Preface 

1. What do you know of chess? Explain your knowledge and experience of the game. 

2. The poem in the preface which begins “Child of the pure unclouded brow” is far less 
mirthful than the poem that began Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. Summarize the 
poem, and then note why or to whom Carroll wrote it.  

Chapter I: Looking-Glass House 

1. What does something symmetrical look like? What does something asymmetrical look 
like? When looking into a mirror, what might symmetrical objects look like? What 
would asymmetrical objects look like?  

2. Considering the question just posed, why might milk taste terrible on the other side 
of the mirror?  

3. In Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, the Duchess remarks to Alice, “take care of the 
sense, and the sounds will take care of themselves.” Remembering that this is looking-
glass land, comment on the truth of this advice in connection with the poem, 
“Jabberwocky.”  

Chapter II: The Garden of Live Flowers 
1. There is a path leading from the house to a hill, but every time Alice tries to follow 

the path, she ends up at the house. Alice notes that “It’s more like a corkscrew than a 
path!” Why does Alice continue to end up at the house when she follows this path?  

2. The Red Queen tells Alice that “here, you see, it takes all the running you can do, to 
keep in the same place.” To what might this apply in real life?  

3. Note at least three examples of inverse in this chapter:  

Chapter III Looking-Glass Insects 
1. Taking inspiration from Carroll’s looking-glass insects, create one of your own. Name 

and sketch it. 

2. “[Alice] made up her mind to go on: ‘for I certainly won’t go back,’ she thought to 
herself.” Why does Alice know she won’t go back?  

3. Alice remarked early on in this chapter that names are “useful to the people that 
name them.” Evaluate this statement: do you agree or disagree? Discuss the event in 
the forest with the fawn in your answer.  



Chapter IV: Tweedledum and Tweedledee 

1. Tweedledum and Tweedledee are enantiomorphs (Gk. Anti “oppoite” + morphe 
“form”), or mirror opposites of each other. When they meet Alice, can you spot any 
clues that they are mirror images (they might be physical or verbal).  

2. Summarize the plot of “The Walrus and the Carpenter” in one sentence.  

3. In trying to decide who is worse (in terms of eating the oysters), Alice isn’t sure 
whether to select the Walrus or the Carpenter. She is puzzled because she faces the 
ethical dilemma of having to choose between judging a person in terms of acts or 
in terms of intentions. Explain this in relation to the two characters in question—
which is guilty of foul act, and which is guilty of foul intention? Why is judgment by 
act or intention an ethical quandary?  

4. “‘He’s dreaming now,’ said Tweedledee: ‘and what do you think he’s dreaming about?’ 
Alice said ‘Nobody can guess that.’ 
‘Why, about you!’ Tweedledee exclaimed, clapping his hands triumphantly. ‘And if he 
left off dreaming about you, where do you suppose you’d be?’” 
. . .  
‘If that there King was to wake,’ added Tweedledum, ‘you’d go out—bang!—just like a 
candle!’”  
What situational irony is occurring here, as reflected in the passage? What 
uncomfortable questions does this passage push Alice (and readers) to ask?  

Chapter V: Wool and Water 
1. The White Queen states that she has jam every other day (and never today). There is a 

pun, here, but it is a play on some Latin terminology. Using the brief glossary below, 
explain the pun. (PS “i” and “j” are interchangeable in classical Latin) 
L. iam “now” in the past and future tense 
L. nunc “now” in the present tense 

2. In the sheep’s shop, Alice can’t see any merchandise, because it moves whenever she 
tries to look at it. As she states, “Things flow about so here!” Apply this situation to 
life.  

3. What peculiar qualities do the rushes have? What symbolism can you derive from 
them?  

Chapter VI: Humpty Dumpty 
1. What is Humpty Dumpty’s view of words and their usage, and how is his view in 

contrast with our general view?  

2. “‘One can’t help growing older.’ 
‘One can’t, perhaps,’ said Humpty Dumpty; ‘but two can. With proper assistance, you 
might have left off at seven.’” 
What is Humpty implying in this conversation?  

3. A portmanteau is a new word formed from splicing other words and their definitions. 
Eurasia is, for example, a portmanteau of Europe and Asia. A liger is a lion-tiger 
hybrid. What portmanteau from the first stanza of “The Jabberwocky” does Humpty 
describe? Also, can you think of one or two other portmanteaus in our language?  



4. Considering what you know of the Humpty Dumpty nursery rhyme as well as his 
interactions and conversation with Alice, what would you say Humpty’s hamartia is? 
Can you think of a common proverb that sums up his demise?  

Chapter VII: The Lion and the Unicorn  
1. Some banter takes place about a “character” that has been mentioned several times 

in the novels so far and yet who has never been seen. Who is this character? Think 
back to The Odyssey . . . where did you see a similar “character”?  

2. The Lion and the Unicorn are both flabbergasted at Alice’s presence. Why? What 
situational irony is there in their awe? Then again, what irony is there in our seeing 
irony in their awe?  

3. A catch-22 is a situation from which an individual cannot escape because of 
contradictory (paradoxical) rules. How does serving Looking-Glass cake illustrate a 
catch-22?  

Chapter VIII: “It’s My Own Invention” 

1. Discuss how the characters—namely the kings, queens, and knights—seem to move in 
accordance to their chess roles.  

2. How is the White Knight’s treatment of Alice different from pretty much every other 
character’s? Can you speculate on why this might be?  

3. “‘The name of the song is called Haddock’s Eyes.’ 
‘Oh, that’s the name of the song, is it?’ Alice said, trying to feel interested. 
‘No, you don’t understand,’ the Knight said, looking a little vexed. ‘That’s what the 
name is called. The name really is The Aged Aged Man.’ 
‘Then I ought to have said, “That’s what the song is called”?’ Alice corrected herself. 
‘No, you oughtn’t: that’s quite another thing! The song is called Ways and Means but 
that’s only what it’s called, you know.’ 
‘Well, what is the song, then?’ said Alice, who was by this time bewildered. 
‘I was coming to that,’ The Knight said. ‘The song really is A-sitting on a Gate: and the 
tune’s my own invention.’” 
While all these titles might at first sound ridiculous, the Knight actually has a logical 
argument, here. Explain how all four titles can be correctly used for this song.  



Chapter IX: Queen Alice 

1. In logic, an argument in which a conclusion does not follow its premises is called a non 
sequitur (L. “it does not follow”). For example, if I say that all men are humans, and 
Mary is a human, so Mary must be a man . . . my conclusion is fallacious because it 
cannot be drawn from the premises offered. Can you spot any non sequiturs in the 
quiz questions the Red and White Queens give Alice?  

2. Below is the riddle that the White Queen offers to Alice: 

 The riddle is to figure out what the fish is and how it can be uncovered in order to be 
eaten.  

Solve the riddle. Once you do, underline any clues that led you to your deduction.  

3. Compare the last part of this chapter to the end of Alice’s trial in Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland. What might these scenes symbolize?  

Chapter X: Shaking / Chapter XI: Waking / Chapter XII: Which Dreamed It? 

1. Why, does Alice muse, can she not communicate with her cat? How is her point 
relevant to communication in general?  

2. Which kitten represented which queen? What traits link the kittens to their respective 
queens?  

3. The final poem is an acrostic, in which the first letter of each line spells out 
something. What does this acrostic spell? Once you know, analyze the nature of the 
poem and evaluate whether it is a fitting ending to the Alice books.  

"First, the fish must be caught." 
That is easy: a baby, I think, could have caught 
it.  
    "Next, the fish must be bought." 
That is easy: a penny, I think, would have 
bought it.

    "Now cook me the fish!"  
That is easy, and will not take more than a 
minute.  
    "Let it lie in a dish!" 
That is easy, because it is already in it.

    "Bring it here, let me sup!" 
It is easy to set such a dish on the table.  
    "Take the dish-cover up!"  
Ah, that is so hard that I fear I'm unable!

    For it holds it like glue--- 
Holds the lid to the dish, while it lies in the 
middle:  
    Which is easiest to do,  
Un-dish-cover the fish, or dishcover the riddle?




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































